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Tax Freedom Day® will arrive on April 13
this year, the 103rd day of 2009. That means
Americans will work about three and a half
months of the year, from January 1 to April
13, before they have earned enough money to
pay this year’s tax obligations at the federal,
state and local levels.

Tax Freedom Day falls a full two weeks
earlier in 2009 than it did in 2007. In fact,
not since 1967 has Tax Freedom Day come

earlier than this year’s April 13 date. This shift
has been driven by two factors: the recession
has reduced tax collections even faster than it
has reduced income; and the stimulus pack-
age, a.k.a. HR 1, the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009, includes large tem-
porary tax cuts for 2009 and 2010.
Nevertheless, in 2009, Americans will pay
more in taxes than they will spend on food,
clothing and housing combined.

April 13 is Tax Freedom Day®

Source: Tax Foundation calculations based on data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, Congressional Budget Office and
Joint Committee on Taxation.
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